
New York: Leading the way to the post-Motordom city?

New York City is changing, and safe and abundant cycling is part

of the new face of the city. It's one thing to hear about it from those

in the middle of the often painful process, but it can be bracing to

ask an expert from outside to have a look and report what they see.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT  11:26   

LABELS: BIKE BICYCLE,  BIKESHARE,  INFRASTRUCTURE,  LOCAL GOVERNMENT,  MEDIA

We need both blue-sky speculation and hard nosed planning

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT  14:53  

LABELS: ONE LINE

Report from South Africa: Wheeling and Healing

One billion needful people live in Africa and when it comes to sustainable

mobility they are not getting a lot of help from the wealthy North. It's not

that they need us to send them all our treasure, that's not the point. It's

our example that counts. Let's start to give dignity to sustainable, healthy

behavior on our own streets and we will have done out part. Gail Jennings

reports on biking pride and prejudice in South Africa.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT  09:50  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  BIKE BICYCLE,  GLOBAL SOUTH,  HEALTH SAFETY

Changing the Game for BRT in India

EMBARQ's CityFix reports from India: "The new Janmarg BRT system, in the

process of being completed in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, meets most of the highest

standards applied internationally. It is already a “best practice” of BRT in
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South Asia, in sharp contrast to the bus corridors in operation in Delhi and Pune,

which are off to a good start but still have much room for improvement."

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 02:36  

LABELS: BRT,  GLOBAL SOUTH, INFRASTRUCTURE,  PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Behind World Streets: What makes it tick?

World Streets is the daily reporting arm of the New Mobility Agenda. Its content

derives from adherence to a consistent set of overall program goals, mediated by a

network of collaborative relationships that have been built up over the last two

decades, which involve on the order of two thousand collaborating expert

colleagues and friends of sustainable transport worldwide. The goal: sustainable transport policy and

practice.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 19 :25  

LABELS: RESOURCE,  STRATEGIC PLANNING

Carsharing in Japan - A corner in the road

As will be seen in this latest report on carsharing developments in Japan, the period of

quiet mainly slow growth appears to be heating up. The sharply divided attitudes of

the auto industry suppliers is a clear sign of a very different future. Let's stay tuned,

there may be some interesting lessons for all of us.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 13:11  

LABELS: CARS  AUTO INDUSTRY,  CARSHARE CARSHARING

Honk: Find-a-parking-spot contest

The city of Tel Aviv has all the natural attributes of a place where carsharing is

part of the new mobility solution: tight urban form, plenty of mixed use, high

incomes, plenty of people ready to try new ideas (the "Mediterranean’s New

Capital of Cool"), and some, it is said, attention to costs. Here is how their

carshare operator is calling attention to the Achilles heel of carsharing, parking.

--> Read on:
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POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 10:03  

LABELS: CARSHARE CARSHARING,  HONK,  MEDIA,  PARKING

Public Space Shootout in the Aspen Corral

Public spaces – chief among them in most cities in terms of the real estate

occupied being streets – are a legitimate topic for World Streets and sustainable

transport/climate policy more generally. Last month friend Fred Kent traveled to

the Aspen Ideas Festival and ended up in a bit of a brawl with Frank Gehry on our

topic. Who won?

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 11:24  

LABELS: DESIGN,  MEDIA,  PUBLIC SPACE

Ik ben een Amsterdammer -

New Amsterdam Bike Slam – II

World Streets strongly supports this creative, high-profile, positive public

event which offers an open collaborative mechanism for helping New York and

anybody else who is ready to learn from their experience to move together

from old to new mobility.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 17 :50  

LABELS: BIKE BICYCLE,  BIKESHARE,  HONK,  PARTNERSHIP,  PUBLIC SPACE

Downtown? Don't even think of parking here!

Policy overview of "Strategies for discouraging surface parking lots downtown" by Todd

Litman of the Victoria Transport Policy Institute, noting that some cities implement parking

maximums (also called "lids") which limit the total number of parking spaces in an area, or

place a limit on temporary commercial parking lots.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 09:13  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  PARKING,  POLICY,  PUBLIC SPACE
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The Ten Commandments for Drivers

Together with Enrico Bonfatti, editor of our sister publication Nuova Mobilità, we have been working on a

series of articles on "Street Codes". In doing this we came across "The Ten

Commandments for drivers", issued by the Roman Catholic Church in 2007. And on the

grounds that sustainable transportation is an open, even ecumenical movement that

welcomes good ideas and good behavior from all, here is our rough translation of that

document.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 06:36  

New Amsterdam Bike Slam Symposium - An invitation

Four hundred years after Henry Hudson's arrival in Manhattan, two teams of

Dutch and American planners & designers face off in a battle for the future of

New York City transportation. Their challenge: find ways to bring NYC cycling

up to the level of the Netherlands, the only country in the world with more

bikes than people.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 13:07   

LABELS: ACTIVISM, BIKE BICYCLE,  BIKESHARE,  EVENT

Appleyard, Crépeau, Jacobs, Monderman, Whyte

Adams, Aeron-Thomas, Axelsson, Barter, Baupin, Bendixson, Borghuis, Brawer,

Brook, Brugmann, Burwell, Cervero, Clabburn, Crist, Daros, Gehl, Glotz-Richter,

Goldschmidt, Gorton, Hillman . . .

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 08:58  

LABELS: ACTIVISM, LEADERSHIP

Subscribe to World Streets today.

(And here is why you just may want to do it)

Passion is great; financial support makes the passion available for the long term.
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After five months of proving its worth day after day, bringing carefully selected

news, expert views, comments and leads to the desks of more than sixty thousand

visitors from some forty countries on all continents, World Streets is now reaching

out to get active subscriber support. A nominal contribution is all it takes.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 10:11  

LABELS: ACTIVISM, SUPPORT

Hawkes and Sheridan on Rethinking the Street Space

For more than 100 years, street design policy was stagnant. But now, planners

and policymakers are expanding their ideas about what streets can be. Amber

Hawkes and Georgia Sheridan examine the history of street design -- and look to

the future.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 05:13  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  DESIGN,  INFRASTRUCTURE,  SHARED SPACE

Outreach - Local Actors & Implementation Partners

Too often when it comes to new transport initiatives, the practice is to concentrate on

laying the base for the project in close working relationships with people and groups

who a priori are favorably disposed to your idea, basically your choir. Leaving the

potential "trouble makers" aside for another day. Experience shows that's a big

mistake.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 05:02  

LABELS: ACTIVISM, LOCAL GOVERNMENT,  POLITICS,  STRATEGIC PLANNING,  TOOLS

What if everyone drove to work this morning?

And now let us turn to the Big Apple, New York City, and listen to what they have to tell us

about what would happen if tomorrow everyone who normally commutes into the city by

subway decided instead to drive in and park their car. For the non-initiated, that is for

non-New York natives, this piece, originally written to the local language, has been

prepared for the ROW and is divided into three parts: (a) map, (b) rant, (c)lexicon.

--> Read on:
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POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 01:18  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  CARS,  MEDIA,  PARKING,  PUBLIC SPACE,  PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Mr. Meter on America's "Cash for Clunkers"

If matters of climate, sustainable transportation and careful use of scarce

resources are close to your heart, and you happen to be European, you may

have some reserves about your country's ecologically billed, and energetically

buttressed "Cash for Clunkers" (in more polite Euro language of course)

program. Let a couple of Americans energy policy experts help you feel a bit less

embarrassed.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 08:23  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  CARS  AUTO INDUSTRY,  CLIMATE,  POLITICS

John Whitelegg on The global transport challenge

The world’s transport system wastes lives, health, and money – and is choking the

planet. There is a world transport crisis. Three thousand people are killed every day in

road-traffic accidents, air pollution from vehicles is bathing our cities in a chemical

soup and deaths from respiratory diseases exceed deaths in traffic accidents. Citizens

need to take control.

- John Whitelegg, Editor, World Transport Policy and Practice

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 06:34  

LABELS: ACTIVISM, AUTHOR,  CLIMATE,  GLOBAL SOUTH, LOCAL GOVERNMENT,  POLITICS

Leading by example: Berkeley Mayor Tom Bates

This "Leading by example" report is the first in what we hope will be a long series on how

mayors and other of our elected representatives around the world are showing the way

by their actions. Mayor Tom Bates of Berkeley California decided to sell his last car

earlier this year and since has been getting around exclusively by a combine new

mobility package based on walking, public transport and carsharing. He likes it.

--> Read on:
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POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 11:02   

LABELS: BEHAVIOR,  HEALTH SAFETY,  LEADERSHIP,  LOCAL GOVERNMENT,  POLITICS

Wikipedia Alert – Donald Shoup "may not meet the notability guideline

for academics"?

Like it or not Wikipedia is now on the first line of references for not only journalists but

also scholars, policy makers and many others. We treat it with a certain reserve, at

times suspicion, and rightly so. But we treat it and treat it often, so that's why it's a

resource we do well to keep an eye on. And tend to when useful. Now is one of those

times.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 08:08  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  DEMAND MANAGEMENT,  MEDIA,  PARKING,  PUBLIC SPACE

So you think you know how children travel to school?

Now I do not want to offend, but in all probability, what you think you know about

travel to school could well be wrong. Equally some of the things you encourage

people to do in the name of health and sustainability will not help and in some cases

will make things worse!

- Andrew Combes reports from the Dorset County Council, UK

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 02:55  

LABELS: BEHAVIOR,  CHILDREN SCHOOL,  TOOLS

Archives: Stephen Budiansky on The Physics of Gridlock

Normally the weekend is a time of rest here at W/S, but occasionally the

temptation of trolling through our archives dating back to the eighties brings up

something that seems every bit as relevant today as it did back then. So in this

spirit, "Budiansky on The Physics of Gridlock", Dec. 2000.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 08:42   

Archives, August 2006: President Clinton calls for massive CO2
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reductions in next 10 to 15 years

Almost exactly three years ago to the day, former US President Bill Clinton

addressed a distinguished audience in Los Angles on the occasion of launching

the Clinton Climate Initiative Cities program. His call for immediate massive

CO2 reductions worked to inspire and energize all our sustainable transport

work since that date. World Streets remembers:

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 22:09  

LABELS: CLIMATE,  DEMAND MANAGEMENT,  LEADERSHIP,  POLITICS

Twenty is plenty

A pedestrian hit by a car at 40 mph has a 95% chance of being killed, at 30 mph this

becomes 50% and at 20 mph it becomes 5%.

- Dr. Stephen J. Watkins, from the National Health Service, UK

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 08:33  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  CHILDREN SCHOOL,  HEALTH SAFETY,  PUBLIC SPACE,  SLOWER

We badly need a new American transportation model

(because the one you sent us is broke)

Ten years after system change and free market democracy was introduced here

in Poland, the motor industry, car dealers and the road lobbies are coming on

strong. Not exactly like in the USA in the glamour years after World War II (we

have less money), but the general direction is pretty much the same.

- Marek Utkin reports from Warsaw, Poland

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 06:41  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  GLOBAL SOUTH,  LEADERSHIP,  POLITICS

Letter to America: Some lessons from Europe

Just back from the USA and have put together a few ideas for our friends at DOT and
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other agencies and groups in the States who seem to be struggling with these issues.

Europe in all its rich diversity definitely has a few lessons of hard-earned experience that

need to be examined by US policy makers and researchers more closely. Let's have a look

at a first handful that come to mind.

- Philippe Crist from the OECD Joint Transport Research Centre

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 06:53  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  POLITICS,  STRATEGIC PLANNING

April Streeter reports on 50,000 public bikes in Hangzhou

Here you will find a bit of lively four continent viral reporting, rounding up news

from numerous sources on the Hangzhou, China public bike project that has most

of us non-Chinese speaking observers blinking in ignorance.

- April Streeter reporting from Gothenburg Sweden

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 03:00  

LABELS: AUTHOR,  BIKE BICYCLE,  BIKESHARE

EVs: First clarification on impact in cities

It is hard to sort out if electric cars are or are not going to be a force in the move to

sustainable transportation and sustainable cities. The media gives a lot of space to them,

there is something admittedly attractive about them, but what is the real bottom line? We

decided to ask the people closest to these issues to share their views here.

- Michael Glotz-Richter reporting from Bremen Germany

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 05:56   

LABELS: AUTHOR,  CARSHARE CARSHARING,  EVS ,  GREEN CARS

Carsharing in the US: Quo vadis Hertz

Connect by Hertz is the latest entrant in the carshare sweep stakes. Hertz has been a

pillar of the car rental industry for many decades, but does this automatically guarantee

success in what is after all a very different business?

- Dave Brook reports from Portland OR USA
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--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 05:01  

LABELS: CARSHARE CARSHARING

Public Bikes in Latin American Cities: Now what?

We are seeing some pretty good city-size public bike systems in cities like Paris,

Barcelona, Lyon, and more recently Montreal -- and more than fifty smaller systems,

most of which in Europe and all doing a pretty fair job at what they have set out to do.

That's just fine. But what about the mega-cities of Latin America?

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 07:11  

LABELS: BIKE BICYCLE,  BIKESHARE,  GLOBAL SOUTH,  POLITICS

A family of small mice needs some help (Graphic/design)

Today we want to tell you about a children's book on our subject, and beyond that to

see if any of you out there might be interested in lending a hand so that we can create a

handsome electronic version, and possibly in other languages.

- Alvin reports from Paris.

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 07:03  

LABELS: CHILDREN SCHOOL,  MEDIA

Reading World Streets This Week – PDF

Not an ideal solution but as we work to find better, here it is. Each week a PDF document

summarizing the week's postings; however to access the full text you will have to click to

http://WorldStreets.org. Probably the fastest way to find your piece once there, is to turn

to the monthly summary, which is not so very long that it will get in the way of your rapid

access. You can find further help on this at http://tinyurl.com/ws-archive

--> Read on:

POSTED BY ERIC BRITTON AT 02:49  
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